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WORK DUE TO BEGIN ON TUNNEL FOR PEDESTRIANS ;
THE LARGEST PEDESTRIAN TUNNEL IN MAINE WILL HELP WOOLWICH RESIDENTS CROSS FIVE LANES OF TRAFFIC .

BYLINE: DENNIS HOEY Staff Writer

Pedestrians who try to cross Route 1 when the new Sagadahoc Bridge opens next July won't have to dodge five lanes of traffic.

Instead, they'll be able to stroll under the highway in the largest pedestrian tunnel ever to be built in Maine.

Construction work on the $ 1.2 million tunnel is scheduled to begin Friday when crews start excavating beneath the highway, which has four travel lanes and a center turning lane.
"It will be nothing like we have ever built or sanctioned," said Thomas Doe, bridge construction engineer for the Maine Department of Transportation. The DOT is building the tunnel in conjunction with the $ 72 million project to replace the Carlton Bridge.
The state's only other pedestrian tunnel -- at least that the DOT knows about -- is in Saco. It was built under Route 9 in the late 1970s to connect the parking lot at Ferry Beach State Park with the beach.

At 20 feet long, the Saco tunnel is tiny in comparison to the Woolwich tunnel, which will be 105 feet long, eight feet high and 12 feet wide.

Both tunnels are needed to protect pedestrians crossing congested roadways. The need is particularly acute in Woolwich, however, because the new bridge will end about 150 feet from where the tunnel will be installed.

Without the tunnel, residents who live in the Sagadahoc Ferry neighborhood along the Kennebec River would be unable to safely cross Route 1 to reach Dot's Good Deals, Dairy Queen, or the post office.

"It's going to be a big help to us," said Robert Meade, who lives on Tallman Road . "It would be pretty difficult to cross five lanes of traffic that are supposed to be traveling 35 mph when most of them are going closer to 55. Once people get on that four-lane bridge they're going to think they are on a freeway."

The post office has not hand-delivered mail to homes in Sagadahoc Ferry for years because of the traffic, Meade said.

CPM Constructors of Freeport is preparing for the arrival of 275 tons of precast concrete tunnel pieces. The tunnel is currently being fabricated in Hudson, N.H., by Concrete Systems, said Andy McPherson, the project engineer.

The tunnel will take about four weeks to build. At least two lanes of traffic will be kept open during construction. The tunnel should be open by mid--October.

The east side of the tunnel will start between Hall Road and Miller Street. Stairways and paved ramps will be located at each end of the tunnel. The tunnel will be wide enough for a pickup truck to drive through and clear snow or mud from the pedestrian path.

The state ruled out a pedestrian bridge over Route 1 because of the expense, Doe said.
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