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December 13, 2010

 

To the Maine Department of Transportation:

 

The Town of Newcastle has consistently taken the position supporting  bypass route named N8C.  After years of meetings, studies and analysis; extraordinary efforts on the part of MaineDOT and the local communities and a determination of a Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative (LEDPA) by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, it was and remains abundantly clear that N8C is the best ‘build’ option for the Town of Newcastle and the Midcoast of Maine.   Newcastle has demonstrated its willingness to work regionally by signing onto the Gateway 1 process.

 

The Army Corps selected N8C as the LEDPA for good reason. It is now up to MaineDOT to fully pursue N8C. The Town of Newcastle strenuously objects to Maine DOT resubmitting an application to support any of the other ‘remaining alternates.’

 

We cannot accept abandonment of the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative without serious attempts to salvage it. The alternative N2 alignments have greater environmental impacts, including the bisecting of some of the largest undeveloped habitat blocks in Midcoast Maine, coupled to well documented and substantially less traffic benefits than N8c. With respect to this aspect alone, we note that the MDOT’s own 2030 projections show three times as much summertime traffic passing through Wiscasset with the N2a alignment as with N8c. 

Additionally, we note that over the course of the study the cost of a bypass has more-or-less doubled to $100 million. This is at a time when strained financial resources and deficit spending are forcing tough choices on all of us. $100 million is an unconscionable amount to pay in the midst of the current deficit-dominated financial landscape for a route with the severe negative environmental impacts and limited traffic benefits of N2a. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Town of Newcastle, 

 Newcastle Board of Selectmen
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