The 5 December 2007 letter below to the  Lincoln County News from Nicholas Barth of Boothbay recommends the elimination of three left turns in downtown Wiscasset. 

http://www.mainelincolncountynews.com/index.cfm?ID=29256 

	Letter to the Editor -- Next Steps in Wiscasset Route 1 Corridor Study 

	Story date: 12/05/2007

	

	To the Editor:

The Department of Transportation (MDOT) is currently seeking public comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Route 1 Corridor Study. It is possible that a final decision could be made sometime next year on this controversy to locate a bypass around Wiscasset Village to alleviate traffic congestion in the village and improve public safety on Route 1. I have been involved in this issue for many years in various discussions and as a member of the first MDOT Route 1 Corridor Study in 1990-1991. I firmly believe that MDOT needs to now move ahead immediately to fully implement actions that will reduce the present vehicle-trip demand and improve the existing transportation system within Wiscasset Village. These actions and improvements should be done and tested before millions of tax dollars are committed to a bypass of the village. In the event that such actions and improvements do not together substantially reduce traffic congestion in the village and improve public safety on Route 1, I would support the proposed N8C (so-called long bridge) option.

The most important action that should be taken to reduce vehicle-trip demand northbound is both fixed and variable-message signs on Interstate 295 before the Route 1 exit to Brunswick. The fixed signs should indicate the existence of the Kennebec River Bridge at Augusta and Routes 3 and 17 as alternative routes for those with destinations north and east of Rockland. The variable-message signs would operate when traffic congestion in Wiscasset Village met or exceeded a 5-minute delay. Similar and location-specific signs should be erected southbound in Belfast before the Route 1 exit to Route 3 and also in Rockland before the Route 1 exit to Route 17. Both these suggestions where made in various forms during the first MDOT Route 1 corridor study. But there has been, and will continue to be, very strong political pressure by some in the business community to prevent the implementation of these actions.

There are several improvements to the existing transportation system within Wiscasset Village that should be made. These improvements taken together should greatly reduce the pedestrian traffic and accelerate vehicle traffic through the village. First, to keep pedestrians off Route 1, an overhead walkway should be built opposite Treats. Second, serious consideration should be given to relocating the Post Office outside the Route 1 corridor. Third, Red's Eat's should be purchased with public funds and eliminated from the Route 1 corridor. Fourth, northbound left turns off Route 1 onto Middle and Water Streets should be prohibited and so should southbound left turns off Route 1 onto Water Street. Signs should also be placed northbound on Route 1 before the Lincoln County Courthouse to provide an option for those vehicles wishing to stop in Wiscasset Village with parking on Middle Street. Finally, all parking in the village should be eliminated on both sides of Route 1. It should be recognized by the public that there has been, and will continue to be, very strong political pressure by the Town of Wiscasset against these improvements.

I urge all those homeowners and businesses that would be directly affected by the building of any of the Wiscasset Bypass options, members of environmental groups concerned with the loss of wildlife habitat and wildlife corridors, open space, and scenic beauty, and members of the public that want their tax dollars spent wisely to contact the MDOT, their local representatives, and the Federal Highway Administration asking that all of the above actions and improvements be fully implemented and tested before a final decision is made on a by-pass of Wiscasset Village.

Nicholas Barth,

Boothbay 




