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Daniel R. Sortwell
104 Churchill Street

PO Box 269
Wiscasset, ME 04578
February 16, 2010
Mr. Jay L. Clement

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New England District

Maine Project Office

675 Western Avenue #3

Manchester, Maine 04351
Mr. Clement:

I live at 104 Churchill Street in Wiscasset and my property would be bisected by the proposed Wiscasset bypass, no matter which route is chosen. My property is identified as the Sortwell Farm property in the DEIS1. The following are my comments on MaineDOT’s permit application:
A. A freshwater stream that drains two pools (shown in Exhibit 3.12 of the DEIS) on my property and on property 191 would be crossed by the bypass – I believe that this stream crossing was not included in MaineDOT’s description of the environmental consequences of the proposed bypass in section 4.2.2.4.1 of the DEIS. This stream is not intermittent but has continual flow because it is fed in part by a spring on property 191.
This stream crossing should be included in the determination of the environmental impact of the bypass.

B. As described in the DEIS, the bypass would create a physical barrier between my farm buildings and the forest on the Northwest side of the bypass2. I would no longer have direct access to the trail system in the Sortwell Memorial Forest and in land owned by the Town of Wiscasset. MaineDOT proposes mitigation for adverse effects to architectural and archeological resources on my property in the DEIS3. However, MaineDOT does not propose mitigation for my loss of access to the trail system on the other side of the bypass.
Mitigation for this loss of access could take the form of trail improvements in the public trail system now under development by the Wiscasset Conservation Commission, of which I am a member. 

C. MaineDOT’s projection of future traffic volume for Wiscasset is flawed because it does not reflect what appears to be a drop in traffic volume in 2008-2009. 
MaineDOT assumed a 1.5% annual increase in traffic volume and used that to project the traffic volume in 2030 from their 2000 model4. However, as shown in the graph below, national traffic volume actually dropped in 2008 and then rose only slightly in 2009. My own impression is that traffic volume through Wiscasset also dropped during 2008-2009, in line with the national trend. 
One of the goals of the Wiscasset Traveler Information System (WTIS), put in place by MaineDOT, was to report on traffic volume for the 2009 summer season5. This report should be out by May, 20106. I would recommend that the LEDPA determination be delayed until MaineDOT changes their traffic volume projections for 2030 (p.14 of the USACE public notice) to reflect actual traffic data from 2009.

[image: image1.emf]2000


2002


2004


2006


2008


2010


2.7


2.8


2.9


3.0


3.1


3.2


 


Year


Trillions


of vehicle


miles


traveled


in the


USA by


year


7


Actual USA traffic volume vs. 1.5% annual increase for 2000-2009


1.5% annual increase


starting from year 2000


Actual volume




2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010

2.7

2.8

2.9

3.0

3.1

3.2

 

Year

Trillions

of vehicle

miles

traveled

in the

USA by

year7

Actual USA traffic volume vs. 1.5% annual increase for 2000-2009

1.5% annual increase

starting from year 2000

Actual volume


Sincerely Yours,

Daniel R. Sortwell

drs@usa.net, 207-882-6374
CC: G. Audibert, D. Jones

Notes
1. Pages s8, 79, 109, 121, 141, 148, 150-151 in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement of Oct., 2007

2. Page 109 in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement of Oct., 2007

3. Page 121 in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement of Oct., 2007

4. From the MDOT answer to the comment of 12-19-2007 in the Community Feedback section at www.maine.gov/mdot/wcs/community.htm: “Vehicle traffic is expected to increase at 1.5% annually for the next 20 years. This is based on trend analysis.”

5. From the last question in the FAQ section of the Wiscasset Traveler Information System website www.maine.gov/mdot/wtis/faq.htm: “A report summarizing the traffic volumes, average vehicle speeds and the occurrences and durations of the daily advisories will be published by year’s end.”
6. email correspondence with Gerry Audibert, MDOT on 12Feb10

7. This graph was constructed using moving 12 month totals as of November of each year since November 2009 was the last month for which data was available. From Travel Trends (November 2009), at the Federal Highway Administration web site www.fhwa.dot.gov/ohim/tvtw/09novtvt
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