 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Foster, Joan 

To: labdog@surfglobal.net 

Sent: Monday, June 27, 2011 11:29 AM

Subject: MaineDOT Response Ref #1128197
The following email is being sent on behalf of Gerry Audibert of MaineDOT: 

Dear Mr. Risell: 

On behalf of Governor LePage, thank you for writing to express your thoughts about the Wiscasset bypass. You raise valid points regarding the effects of the eagles nest on the previously-selected bypass alignment, the high cost of building a bypass, and potential financial impacts to Maine's other priority transportation needs. There is a cost as well to local and regional businesses and to the economy as well, so that has to be factored into the decision as well. The decision as to whether to continue or stop the study is very difficult. Commissioner Bernhardt and the Office of the Governor are considering all of these effects as they decide whether to complete the study or to end it. We expect the decision will be made shortly.

Regardless of the decision on the bypass, we will contniue to investigate non-bypass solutions in an effort to reduce traffic delays (either in the short- or long-term).  You will soon hear about this summer's Traffic Management Plan utilizing uniformed police officers to better manage pedestrian crossings and vehicular traffic. Other non-bypass alternatives we have considered have included:

· Transportation Demand Management (TDM) approaches such as rideshare, intercity bus, intercity rail, commuter rail, water transport and I-295 signs; 

· Land use management through an access management program; 

· Transportation Systems Management (TSM) approaches including downtown Wiscasset changes (traffic signals, enhancement of pedestrian safety and reorienting on-street parking), Route 27 signage, a two-way left turn lane, the addition of passing lanes in Woolwich and a traffic signal or a flyover at Route 27 in Edgecomb; 

· Adding highway lanes, including north or south bypasses and widening US Route 1 south of Route 144. 

The reduction in congestion was estimated to be 10% or less, with most under 5% for all of the approaches considered with the exception of a four-lane highway through Woolwich (which would not address Wiscasset congestion), and the bypasses (both at about 60% reduction in congestion). The subsequent October 2007 Draft Environmental Impact Statement incorporated an 8% reduction in future traffic volumes to account for the TSM and TDM alternatives that were considered feasible in the 1997 Study.

Additionally, MaineDOT tested several downtown TSM approaches in 2000 and 2001, including: 

· Traffic islands with angled parking (angled parking was shown to improve traffic flow and was made permanent); 

· Eliminating two crosswalks (one was permanently eliminated as a result of improved traffic and pedestrian flows) 

· One-way streets on Middle and Water Streets with two-way left turn lanes (no measurable improvement) 

· One-way streets on Middle and Water Streets with traffic signals (no measurable improvement) 

· More recently beginning in 2009, we initiated the Traveler Information System and travel advisory postings to a variable message sign on I-295 northbound and to our 5-1-1 travel advisory web site (remains operational during summer months). 

Thank you again for taking the time to offer your thoughts - they will be considered in the final decision. If I can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely, 

Gerry Audibert, PE 
Bureau of Transportation Systems Planning 
Maine Department of Transportation 
16 State House Station 
Child Street 
Augusta, Maine  04333-0016 

Cell: (207) 446-3259 
Tel: (207) 624-3315 
Fax:  (207) 624-3301 

e-mail:  gerry.audibert@maine.gov 

