 ----- Original Message ----- 
From: Stacy Benjamin 

To: Gateway 1 Distribution 

Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 2:05 PM

Subject: FW: Important News Regarding Gateway 1

From the Chair:

To Everyone in the Gateway1 Corridor:

It is with disappointment and sadness that I announce that the Commissioner of the Maine Department of Transportation, David Bernhardt, has announced the suspension of the Gateway 1 program, effective immediately.  The attached letter from the Commissioner will be mailed to each of you.

           Based on the information I’ve been told, all Gateway 1 meetings should be cancelled.

To all of the Implementation Steering Committee members and alternates, to all the supporters in member towns and cities, to all the others who have supported this program from it’s inception in 2004, thank you very much. Your hard work and dedication will not go unnoticed. While the official program has been suspended, it is my hope that the principles of the Corridor Action Plan will be implemented throughout the corridor.

A special vote of thanks goes to Project Administrator Stacy Benjamin of Maine Collaborative Planning and Planner/Consultant Evan Richert for their untiring devotion and expertise to the Gateway 1 program from its beginning.

While the official Gateway 1 program has been suspended, it is my hope that individual members will see the worth of continuing the principles of the Gateway program in their communities. As Sara Bradford,  Gateway 1 Vice Chair and Stockton Springs Chair of that towns Select board pointed out to me today, “I hope the program continues on some level because, coming from a small town, I’ve learned many of our Route 1 concerns are the same as many others along the corridor. The past five years of sharing ideas and trust building is worth further collaboration.”  I’m sure I speak for all the Gateway 1 ISC members in echoing Sara’s comments.

An informal wrap-up meeting and a discussion on continuing the program will be held in the near future.

Gateway 1 will live on; its principles are the solution to the sensible future of land-use and transportation along Route 1 between Brunswick and Stockton Springs.

Don White

Chairman

Gateway 1 Implementation Steering Committee
