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The current Wiscasset bypass battle has been ongoing for a decade. The rigorous environmental review process has cost taxpayers over $2.5 million.  Throughout this period the Sheepscot Valley Conservation Association has maintained that a bypass should not be built until it has been demonstrated that implementing the entire set of  proposed traffic calming measures will not be sufficient to reduce existing traffic problems.  
An exhaustive options analysis resulted in the selection of the N8c route as the ‘Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative’ (LEDPA). This entire process has now been put in doubt by a recently constructed eagle’s nest. We are very concerned that the MDOT may be willing to abandon N8c without attempting to resolve the issues raised by the eagle’s nest, even with something as basic as a realignment of this route that avoids the eagle nest protection zone.
Given the effort and expense that has gone into crafting N8c with its resulting LEDPA designation, the MDOT has a clear responsibility to explore mechanisms to retain this alignment. We cannot accept abandonment of the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative without any attempt to salvage it. The alternative N2 alignments have substantially greater environmental impacts especially on open space, including the bisecting of some of the largest undeveloped habitat blocks in Midcoast Maine, coupled with well documented limited traffic benefits. With respect to this aspect alone, we note that the MDOT’s own 2030 projections show three times as much summertime traffic passing through Wiscasset with the N2a alignment as with N8c. 

In point of fact these traffic projections are clearly no longer valid. They were developed in the early days of the bypass study with the expectation that traffic volumes would continue to grow in a similar fashion over the next 30 years as they had over the previous 30 years. Almost as soon as these projections were developed, they were proved to be incorrect: traffic numbers have been declining in recent years rather than increasing.

Additionally, we note that over the course of the study the cost of a bypass has more-or-less doubled to $100 million. This is at a time when strained financial resources and deficit spending are forcing tough choices on all of us. $100 million is an unconscionable amount to pay in the midst of the current deficit-dominated financial landscape for a route with the severe negative environmental impacts and limited traffic benefits of N2a.
In summary, we suggest N8C must remain the LEDPA, both on environmental grounds and also in terms of its projected effectiveness. The MDOT should explore options that retain N8c as the LEDPA.  At the same time, MDOT should revisit its traffic growth projections and cost-benefit analysis with a view to easing Wiscasset’s traffic burden at dramatically lower cost and with environmentally less damaging mechanisms than a bypass, for example by first implementing previously proposed traffic calming schemes.

Sincerely,

Honor Sage, President
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