 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Morrison Bonpasse 

To: John A. Volpe National Transportation Systems Center 

Cc: Gerry Audibert, Maine Dept. of Transportation 

Sent: Sunday, July 18, 2010 8:23 AM

Subject: Inquiry about initiating a study for an innovative, intermodal solution to long-standing, but intermittent vehicle congestion in Wiscasset, Maine 

Dear People at the John A. Volpe National Transportation Systems Center,
 

Each summer in Wiscasset, Maine, highway congestion develops along Route 1, for several hours on a few days each week.  Since the 1950's, many people and planners have considered options of reducing the congestion, and a "by-pass" has usually been the favored option. The key question has been - WHERE?
 

This past year, the Maine Dept. of Transportation, together with input from citizens and a LEDPA assessment from the Army Corps of Engineers, has coalesced these proposals to one By-Pass route, called N8C.  The Route swings around Wiscasset to the left and then across a new bridge and then back to Route 1.  Attached is a simple map of the plan.
 

Many citizens of Wiscasset, of the region, and of Maine, believe that there must be a better solution than a By-pass, and three years ago, the Route One Alternative Decisions (R.O.A.D.) organization was formed, with website www.wiscasset-road.org.  
 

Now we have a clearcut choice: either N8C or improve the traffic flow through the existing route.  As you might imagine, there has been resistance over the years to taking steps to improve the flow through the village. It was always easier to skip to the mantra - "By-pass, By-pass, By-pass," without knowing the impact of any particular route.  Now we have N8C, which is projected to cost about $100 million and force the removal of about 32 homes and the taking of land from 75 properties and the permanent loss of approximately $300,000 in annual property taxes. Also, the construction of the By-pass will inevitably lead to the eventual loss of the existing Davey Bridge, as there will be insufficient funds for maintaining two bridges, a few hundred yards apart, over the Sheepscot River.
 

On the map you can see that the railroad tracks cross Route 1 at the waterfront.  Recently, there has been more interest in Maine in increasing the use of the railroad for cargo and passengers, and the Town of Wiscasset commissioned a study by Wright-Pierce, which is attached. As you surely know, the "Downeaster" has been a success in restoring passenger service to Portland, and by 2012 it will be extended to Brunswick. Further extension of the service northward to Wiscasset and beyond cannnot be far behind. .  
 

What this Wiscasset-congestion project needs is an innovative approach to:
    1. Improve the traffic flow through Wiscasset.
    2. Enhance the historic waterfront downtown of Wiscasset
    3. Promote the return of railroad traffic.
 

I'm confident that the Volpe Center could propose one or more intermodal designs which would be far better for Wiscasset and for Maine, and less costly, than the proposed By-Pass. The existing and historic Route 1 corridor is unusually wide, which provides room for innovative design. 
 

Can you please tell us what it would take to initiate a Volpe Center study of this need?  How much would such a study cost?  I understand that MDOT already has invested time and money in its proposed solution, but I'm also confident that they want what's best for Maine.  Without its work of developing the best By-pass solution, we would not have brought the discussion this far. 
 

Very sincerely,
 

Morrison 
 

Morrison Bonpasse, Co-Chair
R.O.A.D. (Route One Alternative Decisions)
P.O. Box 390
Newcastle, ME 04553
207-586-6078
www.wiscasset-road.org
 
 

