 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Cattail Farm 

To: planning.mainedot@maine.gov 

Cc: Morrison Bonpasse 

Sent: Friday, September 12, 2008 12:25 PM

Subject: To Kat Fuller, Chief Planner

Dear Kat,
Thank you for your thoughtful, well-reasoned letter backing the Wiscasset bypass. A few points, which I hope you will consider:

1) The congestion in Wiscasset is greatly exaggerated. I drive this road frequently and very seldom have to wait very long. If you relocated Red's Eats, a lot of the summer tie-ups would be reduced. It's crazy to let one, ho-hum food stand create major traffic flow problems. The traffic back-up at Wiscasset pales compared to traffic jams on Route 128 
around Boston, or even Western Avenue and Route 202 to Manchester, which  I know has been an MDOT headache for years. The problem isn't lack of  roads, it's our pattern of one-person-per-car commuting and our impatience at even a five-minute delay in our daily drive.
 
2) If you can make the case for a multi-million-dollar bypass of Wiscasset, then what about historic Thomaston, where the speed limit drops to 25 mph and where there are already rush-hour traffic jams? And what about Rockland? You have multiple traffic lights there, whether on Route One/Main Street or the Broadway bypass. And then what about Camden? In the summertime, you can wait at the Route One stop sign in Camden for as long as you wait in Wiscasset. Face it; you are not going to build bypasses of Thomaston, Rockland, Camden, Lincolnville Beach, Searsport...now there's a charming seaport that would be more charming without so much traffic through it. I don't believe MDOT is concerned about the character of our towns. I've seen too many ruthless roads 
pushed through historic, beautiful small towns, complete with wide shoulders. When Warren or Camden objects to this approach, you typically fight it tooth and claw. I know this from personal experience.

3) You dismiss rail and bus service, and I realize that is the bias of your Commissioner. If it weren't for citizen rail activists, there would be no immensely popular Downeaster train, one of Amtrak's jewels. It certainly wasn't MDOT that made this happen. I submit that you can't say public transportation won't help when you do little or nothing to 
provide it. The Downeaster exceeded all predictions.

4) MDOT has a questionable history on major projects. Who thought up the Sagadahoc Bridge? You built a two-lane bridge to replace a two-lane bridge, and now you have to maintain two bridges! I don't see the logic. I also question the need for the new Waldo-Hancock bridge at Bucksport. You could have repaired/replaced the cables on the old bridge and it would have lasted for generations. Officials promote the observation tower, which has nothing to do with practicality. Look at the money spent, and you still have the old bridge.

Kat, it seems like MDOT officials are trapped in a time warp, unable to look beyond the myth of everyone owning a private car and endlessly driving places. I agree that private vehicles will be around for a long time to come, but that doesn't preclude our providing alternatives, and discouraging their use, whether for endless errands or long daily 
commutes. Cars and trucks create half of all Maine's air pollution. MDOT's roads enable Mainers to commute long distances to work, and to do so at high speeds. A fair question might be, what's the rush? We are wasting fuel, fouling the environment, increasing the highway death and injury toll, stress levels...and possibly saving time, but for what?

Sincerely,
Steve Cartwright
Cattail Farm
Waldoboro
