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RE: Two recommendations for







Wiscasset:  webcams and








counter
David Cole, Commissioner
Maine Dept. of Transportation

16 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0016
Dear Mr. Cole:

   Enclosed is a copy of the webmail sent to you last December with the R.O.A.D. response to the D.E.I.S. for the Wiscasset Route 1 project. Also enclosed is a copy of my followup letter to you of 30 April 2008.  In that webmail were two requests:

"A.  Please install web-connected cameras (webcams) at either end of the SSZ (Seasonal Slow Zone) in Wiscasset, perhaps in the area of the NAPA store in Wiscasset, and the Route 1/Route 27 intersection in Edgecomb.  These webcams will enable everyone with access to the Internet to see the speed of traffic in the SSZ and modify their transportation plans accordingly. 

B. Please install at least one permanent traffic counter in the SSZ. The first should be in the center of Wiscasset, perhaps at the entrance to the Davey Bridge, which would be connected to the Internet so that everyone will be able to see the hourly, daily, monthly and annual traffic traveling through Wiscasset, in both directions.   Such a counter could use the modern wireless sensor technology at a fraction of the cost or formerly used counters."
It's now the second week of June, and the seasonal increase in traffic in Wiscasset is upon us, but I haven't heard from you about the webcams or the traffic counter.

The Wiscasset Task Force will be meeting on Tuesday and will be discussing the MDOT preferred route for a by-pass, but that's a long term project.  What we need now is good information that people can use to make decisions about how to avoid the existing slowdowns and for planners as they continue to consider the best long-term solutions. 

I write to you to urge prompt implementation of these recommendations.  One advantage is that they favor neither the anti-bypass side nor the pro-bypass side.  That is, the webcams, with the date/time stamping of images, can be used by both sides to document with photo images the presence or absence of clogged roadways.  Presumably, there will be some images of traffic backups.  On the side of those proposing alternatives to a by-pass, people with internet-connected computers can look at both ends of the "Slow Zone" and make decisions about the timing of their own journeys through that area.

Regarding the counters, both sides of the argument will surely want to know the current facts of traffic through Wiscasset.  From the Task Force meeting last week, it appears that decisions are being considered based on data that is about eight years old.

The R.O.A.D. organization opposes building a by-pass until all reasonable alternatives are explored.  Installing the relatively inexpensive webcams and counter(s) are two of those reasonable alternatives. 

Finally, can you please implement these two ideas for another reason, which is that it does not appear that the Department of Transportation has done anything to ameliorate the Wiscasset traffic problem in several years.  Installing webcams and counters will at least show that you are doing something besides holding meetings and planning for a by-pass which would not be here for about 10 years. The costs will be minimal, compared to the costs of building a by-pass road and bridge.
It is not too late to implement these requests. Please give priority to these recommendations so the summer of 2008 can be the time when serious, though small, efforts were made to understand and alleviate the problem traffic in Wiscasset.  

Very truly yours,

Morrison Bonpasse
Co-Chair
CC: Governor John Baldacci
