 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: cmorris 

To: Morrison Bonpasse 

Cc: Bypass.Task.Force@ms-smtp-04.nyroc.rr.com 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2008 5:23 PM

Subject: Re: Decision? Re: Seeking to Join the Mid-Coast Task Force: R.O.A.D.

Morrison, 

We discussed adding your organization at last Thursday's meeting, and I have pasted in below that section of the meeting minutes that relate to your question. (These minutes in their entirety should be posted on the study website by the end of the week.)

Essentially, while at least one task force member felt your group's position was under-represented on the task force, the majority were concerned that the group is already too big (19 people) and that it would then be difficult to say not to other groups who might want to join. Several of the members also stated very strongly that your group's position is not under-represented. It was suggested that you be placed on the email list for the task force so you are made aware of all meetings, and that you get the minutes via email. It was also suggested that you attend the meetings - which are of course open to all of the public - and/or work through your members' town representative on the Task Force.

You will be glad to know that the concern that not enough has been done to manage congestion -  or has not appeared to be done - in downtown Wiscasset  came through loud and clear in the public comments. As a result, that will be one of the issues the Task Force will address over the coming months, and we will be glad for any additional input you can provide during that process.

I look forward to seeing you at upcoming meetings.

Carol Morris

EXCERPT FROM MINUTES:

Carol: Those of you who got my email today know there is a request to add an organization called R.O.A.D. to the Task Force. Morrison Bonpasse and Frank Risell are the co-chairs. They came to most of meetings. I have provided you with the email request that includes my questions regarding who they represent, if they are an established organization, what new point of view they would represent. This would be a MaineDOT decision, but they would like feedback from the Task Force regarding if they think this group would be helpful. 
A Task Force member asked if we need more people, expressing the opinion that the group is already very large.
Another Task Force member indicated that he favored including the group, because their position of no-build is under-represented.
A Task Force member said that, on the other hand, most of us have been here from beginning, and that position has never been under-represented. She would worry about the next group and next group who would ask. She suggested providing R.O.A.D. with e-mail from meetings. 
Another Task Force member indicated that ROAD is not a 501c3, as all the other organizations are, who also represent many more people. She mentioned that there are other similar organizations (SERC) that opted not to be part of the Task Force because they felt the organizations represented were sufficient.
A Task Force member said they can come to meetings, make comments, the meetings are open. We have to draw a line. 
It was noted that ROAD can also work through their town representatives. 
