Summary of the Public’s Suggestions 

regarding congestion in Wiscasset Village

(Compiled from 2007 DEIS Public Comments)

January 18, 2008

These comments were excerpted from: those in favor of No-build, those who feel MaineDOT needs to address congestion in the interim period prior to bypass construction, and from those comments indicating that until these items were tried, construction should be delayed in the hope that a bypass would be unnecessary.  

Electronic Traffic Information Systems

1. Create a sensor-based traffic information system (www.gcmtravel.com/gcm/maps_chicago.jsp and www.georgia-navigator.com/maps/georgia and www.511southflorida.com
2. Install web cams at either end of the congested area in Wiscasset – at NAPA and the junction of Rte. 27. This will allow people to change their travel plans if necessary.

3. Install a permanent traffic counter at the entrance to the Davey Bridge, using wireless sensor technology, to allow people to see the volume of traffic going through Wiscasset at different times.

Signage/Alternate Route Information

4. Place variable message signs along on I-295 south of Wiscasset as indicated in STPA statute, as well as implement all other TDM TSM measures. 

5. These VMS should be implemented if there is more than a 5-minute wait in Wiscasset.

6. Eliminate all “Coastal Route 1” signs on Turnpike and I-295

7. Install signs for Downeast access at exit 113 and at Rte 3 and Rte. 17. 

8. Install alternate route signs at exit 44 and 52 on the Turnpike and at exit 28 on I-295

9. Distribute alternate route information at Kittery Toll Booths

Pedestrian Control

10. Build pedestrian underpass at Middle Street; restrict crossing or build second underpass at Water St.

11. Build attractive pedestrian overpasses at Water St. and maybe Middle St. Require use on both of these. Build it with a handicapped accessible elevator. 

12. Build pedestrian overpass over RR tracks and crosswalk. 

13. Build underpass at Middle St starting at grade level at Sarah’s and going under the road, using the hill grade to keep the underpass level. Woolwich has a crosswalk tunnel.

14. Bulled pedestrian traffic lights so that people will cross in groups.

15. Build pedestrian overpass opposite Treats

16. Depress the grade of Rte. 1 from the Post Office to the railroad tracks in a cut and cover tunnel. Above the tunnel, a plaza would allow parking and pedestrian access. 

17. Move the crosswalks

18. Implement an on-demand traffic light for handicapped people (This is I think as part of the overpass suggestion.)

Restrict/Change Parking

19. Restrict parking on Main St. to parallel on one or both sides to create green strip in center.

20. No parking in Wiscasset during months of heavy traffic. Designate a parking lot, and shuttle if necessary.

21. Create extra parking off of Route 1 in Wiscasset

22. Create parking with signage for NB traffic before the Lincoln County Courthouse – those who want to stop in the Village would have to park there.

23. Have Wiscasset require a certain number of parking spaces in order for a business to be permitted.


Relocate Businesses

24. Relocate Red’s Eats somewhere else. Use public funds to buy and get it off the corridor.

25. Relocate Red’s Eats and the PO but keep them in the Village

26. Relocate Red’s, Sarah’s and other seasonal food establishments away from Route 1 – up to empty Ames or the mall that used to house YellowFront. Create a food court.

27. Relocate the Post Office off of Rte. 1

Traffic Lights

28. Install traffic lights at all crosswalks. They can blink when Red’s is closed.

29. Many comments made at public meetings about the belief that traffic lights would help make traffic move more smoothly, as it is a strong perception that the constant stream of pedestrians crossing creates the problem.

Restrict Traffic Movements

30. Block off Federal St. on both ends (at Route 1) during the summer.

31. Prohibit left turns onto Middle and Water Sts. for NB traffic and left turns onto Middle and Water St. for SB traffic.

32. Re-route trucks during the summer

Create Alternate Routes

33. Extend Washington St. to the waterfront with a connector to the Davey Bridge – add rotary at junction of Rte. 27. Make traffic 1-way northbound.

34. Look at creating alternate route: Mountain Rd. to the Bradford Rd., to Rumerill Road, to Willow Lane to Churchill St. across Rte. 27 and down Hooper St., left onto Rte. 218 north, right into Sheepscot and follow to Rte. 1 in Newcastle.

Miscellaneous

35. Create proposals for alternate plans to solve the problem using the same amount of money, starting with plans for 10, 20, 30, 40 million dollars.

36. Develop better public transportation, including rideshare/carpool incentives

37. Create transportation education for drivers (?)

