 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Morrison Bonpasse 

To: Carol Morris, Morris Communications 

Cc: Dan Sortwell ; Frank Risell, Wiscasset 

Sent: Friday, January 18, 2008 11:28 AM

Subject: Seeking to Join the Mid-Coast Task Force: R.O.A.D.

Dear Carol,
 

We met briefly at one of the Wiscasset open meetings at the Middle School.
 

At that time, the organization, R.O.A.D. (Route One Alfternative Decisions) had just been established.
 

We are a growing, regional organization seeking reasonable solutions to the seasonal Wiscasset traffic problem.  You can see from our website, www.wiscasset-road.org, that we favor solutions other than a by-pass, but if all else fails, then we should have the best possible by-pass. Attached is a copy of our D.E.I.S. Comment.  
 

We wish to become participants in the Midcoast Task Force as our primary goal is exactly the same goal as for the Task Force - a reasonable solution to the Wiscasset traffic problem.
 

Can you tell me what we need to do to become a voting (or non-voting?) member?
 

Sincerely,
 

Morrison
 

Morrison Bonpasse
co-Chair
R.O.A.D.
P.O. Box 390
Newcastle, ME 04553
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: cmorris 

To: Morrison Bonpasse 

Sent: Friday, January 18, 2008 2:15 PM

Subject: Re: Seeking to Join the Mid-Coast Task Force: R.O.A.D.

Mr. Bonpasse, 

Thank you for your correspondence. I will pass it along to MaineDOT and to the Task Force members for discussion. In the interim, however, a couple of items:

- Just for clarification, the Task Force is not a voting entity. They are a group that represents long-time stakeholders in this process, and will be providing feedback and interpretation to MaineDOT on the public comments we got last fall. 

- Can you tell me a little bit more about your organization, as I'm sure folks will want to know. Are you formally organized in any way? How many members do you have, and what does a person have to do in order to be considered a member? What perspective can you bring to the Task Force that is not already represented?

- All Task Force meetings are open to the public. There is a Task Force meeting coming up next Thursday, January 24, at 6:30 pm at the Eddy School in Edgecomb. We always allow time for public comment at the end of the meeting and I would be pleased to tell the Task Force that you will be attending, if you wish.

Thank you,

Carol Morris

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Morrison Bonpasse 

To: cmorris 

Cc: Frank Risell, Wiscasset 

Sent: Saturday, January 19, 2008 1:36 PM

Subject: Re: Seeking to Join the Mid-Coast Task Force: R.O.A.D.

Dear Ms. Morris,
 

Thank you for your reply.
 

I knew that there was no formal power vested in the Task Force, but didn't know that you didn't poll the attendees on matters that are discussed and disposed.
 

Answering your inquiries:
 

1. Formally organized?  We had our first meeting, which was open to the public and announced in local newspapers, on 11 December at the Wiscasset Town Building. We expect to develop by-laws and register with the Maine Secretary of State as a Maine Non-profit Corporation.
 

2. Number of members? As is stated at our website, in the "About Us" section, we have nine members, so far.
 

3. How to become a member?  We don't yet have by-laws, but generally members are those who make some communication of interest in the mission of R.O.A.D., to find reasonable solutions to the seasonal Wiscasset traffic problem.  

 

4. Perspective.  We are dedicated to the solution of the Wiscasset traffic problem and view it from a regional and national and even global perspective. To my knowledge, we are the only organization which is dedicated to the Wiscasset traffic issue which has a website. The only other organization on the Task Force which is devoted mostly or entirely to the Wiscasset traffic issue is the Friends of Coastal Preservation. 
 

Incidentally, the website, at www.wiscasset-road.org, tries to present balanced information about the problem and not just our own views.  See, for example, the "Chronology."
 

Attached is a copy of our 19 December 2007 comments on the D.E.I.S. 
 

To my knowledge, we are the only organization, among those already represented on the Task Force, which presents the view that the State of Maine is not going to build and maintain two highway bridges over the Sheepscot River over the long term. That is, in our view, any proposal for a by-pass that includes a new bridge must have an explicit declaration of what is to be done with the Davey Bridge after its expected demise in 2063.  
 

Another perspective is that we believe that the Maine Department of Transportation should do as much as possible NOW to ameliorate the Wiscasset traffic problem and should start planning NOW for the changes that can be incorporated into its 2009 upgrading project for Route 1 in downtown Wiscasset. 
 

Regarding the meeting on the 24th, I'm not available, and it's not clear yet whether our co-chair, Frank Risell can come.  However, it would probably be better for the Task Force to decide on our admission without our representative present.  If permitted to join the Task Force, we could ensure attendance at the next meeting after the 24th.
 

Sincerely,
 

Morrison
 

Morrison Bonpasse
co-Chair, R.O.A.D.
P.O. Box 390
Newcastle, ME 04553
